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FOLLOWING IS COMPLETE TEXT OF OCT 13 HENRY KAMM 
ARTICLE: 

1. A COMPULSORY REVIVAL OF A LONG NEGLECTED TRIBAL RITE 
IS DISRUPTING CHAD'S PUBLIC LIFE, TERRORIZING MEMBERS OF 

THE SMALL EDUCATED ELITE AND, ACCORDING TO INFORMED SOURCES, 
HAS CAUSED A NUMBER OF DEATHS. 

2. THE VICTIMS OF THE REPORTED KILLINGS INCLUDE A NUMBER 
OF PROTESTANT CLERGYMEN. THEY WERE SEIZED DURING POLICE 
ROUND-UPS OF MEN OF ALL AGES FOR THE TRIBAL-INITIATION 
RITES AND PRESUMABLY KILLED, FOR HAVING REFUSED TO COMMIT 
ACTS COUNTER TO THEIR FAITH. 

3. THE MOST RECENT KILLINGS WERE REPORTED TO HAVE OCCURRED 
IN AUGUST. RELIABLE SOURCES SAID THAT, NEAR THE SOUTHERN 
TOWN OF DONOMANGA, AN EVANGELIST WAS SEWN UP INSIDE A 
TOM-TOM AND DIED AFTER THREE WEEKS OF TORTURE. TWO OTHER 
EVANGELISTS AND A PASTOR WERE REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN BURIED 
ALIVE NEAR GOULAY. 
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4. MORE THAN A YEAR AGO, IN THE FIRST WAVE OF INITIATION 

RITES, 13 PASTORS WERE ARRESTED AND TAKEN TO THE PRISON 
IN SARH, CHAD'S SECOND CITY, KNOWN AS FORT ARCHAMBAULT 
UNTIL LAST YEAR. THREE OR FOUR DAYS LATER, THEY WERE 
DRIVEN TO THE LOCAL HOUSE OF PRESIDENT NGARTA TOMBALBAYE, 
HIMSELF AT LEAST A NOMINAL PROTESTANT. 

5. INFORMED CIRCLES HAVE LITTLE HOPE THAT THEY REMAIN 
ALIVE. 

6. THE INITIATION RITE IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF WHAT 
PRESIDENT TOMBALBAYE DESCRIBED IN AUGUST, 1973 AS 
CHAD'S CULTURAL REVOLUTION. AFRICAN AUTHENTICITY AND 
A REJECTION OF WESTERN WAYS ARE THE ESSENTIAL THEMES, 

AND YONDO, THE INITIATION RITE, IN ITS EXTREME EXPRESSION. 

7. IN ITS ORIGINAL FORM A PUBERTY RITE. IT HAS BEEN 
REVIVED BY MR.TOMBALBAYE’SETHNIC GROUP, THE SARAS, 

WHO LIVE ALONG THE SHARI RIVER. THEY MAKE UP ALMOST A 
FOURTH OF THE COUNTRY'S POPULATION OF 4 MILLION AND HAVE 
DOMINATED ITS POLITICS SINCE INDEPENDENCE WAS GRANTED BY 
FRANCE IN 1960. 

8. ALTHOUGH YONDO IS SECRET AND NO INITIATE IS ALLOWED TO 
TALK ABOUT IT, ENOUGH IS KNOWN TO TERRIFY THOSE LIKELY 
TO BE CALLED. 

9. THE MEN ARE TAKEN INTO THE BUSH FOR A PERIOD OF 45 
DAYS. BUT THE RAINY SEASON, WHICH MAKES MOST ROADS 
IMPASSABLE, EXTEND THE INITIATION OF THE PRESENT CON- 
TINGENT FOR SEVERAL WEEKS. SOME OF THE MEN ARE JUST 
BEGINNING TO RETURN. IN THE BUSH THEY ARE UNDER THE 
AUTHORITY OF AN INITIATOR, WHO EXACTS TOTAL OBEDIENCE. 

10. NAKED EXCEPT FOR LOINCLOTHS, THE MEN- WHO INCLUDE 
COLLEGE PROFESSORS, MINISTERS AND OTHER HIGH OFFICIALS, 
BANKERS AND BUSINESSMEN, REARED IN A SOCIETY LESS THAN 
10 PER CENT LITERATE- ARE SUBJECTED TO A SORT OF TRIAL 

BY ORDEAL TO RID THEM OF THEIR FOREIGN FAILINGS AND MAKE 
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THEM FIT FOR AUTHENTICAL CHADIAN SOCIETY. 

1 1 . THE ORDEALS ARE KNOWN TO INCLUDE FLOGGINGS, BURNING 
WITH COALS, SCARRING, SEXUAL INDIGNITIES, MOCK BURIALS, 
DRUGGING AND ACTS OF HUMILIATION. ANTHROPOLOGISTS HAVE 
REPORTED THAT, EVEN AMONG THE BOYS WHO HAVE KNOWN ONLY 
LIFE IN THE BUSH, YONDO CAUSES DEATHS OR LASTING DAMAGE. 

ITS PHYSICAL AND PSYCHIC TRAUMA ON MEMBERS OF THE EURO- 
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PEAN-EDUCATED URBANIZED ELITE CAN ONLY BE GUESSED AT. 

12. ITS DISRUPTIVE EFFECT ON LIFE IS VISIBLE. THE OPEN- 
ING OF THE UNIVERSITY HAS HAD TO BE PUT OFF UNTIL THE END 
OF THIS MONTH. LONG-DISTANCE TELEPHONE SERVICE IS SPORADIC 
AND NOT AVAILABLE MOST EVENINGS AND SUNDAY AFTERNOONS. 
AIRLINES, BANKS AND PUBLIC SERVICES ARE HAMPERED BY RE- 
DUCTIONS IN THEIR SMALL NUMBERS OF QUALIFIED PEOPLE. 

13. IN ITS FIRST YEAR, THE RESULTS OF THE CULTURAL RE- 
VOLUTION HAVE BEEN NOMINAL. THE ONLY LEGAL POLITICAL 
PARTY, FORMERLY THE CHADIAN PROGRESSIVE PARTY HAS BEEN 
RENAMED THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT OF THE CULTURAL AND SOCIAL 
REVOLUTION. 

14. EVERY CITIZEN HAS HAD TO AFRICANIZE HIS NAME. FRAN- 
COISE TOMBALBAYE BECAME NGARTA TOMBALBAYE, BUT THE PRESI- 
DENT PRECEDES HIS NEW NAME WITH A FRENCH DESIGNATION, "LE 
GRAND COMPATRIOTE, " THE STYLE IN WHICH HE IS REGULARLY 
REFERRED TO. OTHER CHADIANS MUST BE ADDRESSED SIMPLY 

AS "COMPATRIOTE." 

15. THE AFRICANIZATION OF NAMES HAS BROUGHT A NEEDED CASH 
FLOW INTO THE NATIONAL TREASURY BECAUSE ALL PERSONAL 
DOCUMENTS HAD TO BE REISSUED, FOR A FEE. THE LEBANESE 
OWNER OF A PHARMACY ON THE MAIN STREET OF THIS CAPITAL, 
KNOWN UNTIL LAST YEAR AS FORT-LAMY, HAS HAD THE FORESIGHT 
TO RECHRISTEN HIS SHOP "PHARMACYOF THE CHADIAN CULTURAL 
REVOLUTION." KISSINGER 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLICATIONS, ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION, DEATHS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 OCT 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE232576 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RMWALTER:DFF 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740302-0228 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9741 026/aaaaavow. tel 

Line Count: 145 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: boyleja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <08 MAR 2002 by chappeld>; APPROVED <1 1 FEB 2003 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TEXT OF OCTOBER 1 3 KAMM ARTICLE FOLLOWING IS COMPLETE TEXT OF OCT 13 HENRY KAMM 
TAGS: SOCI, CD, (KAMM) 

To: NDJAMENA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




